
What happened?  
The Dressing Up Box is an activity centre focusing on sustainable fashion and costume, and 
the passing on the skills needed to carry on making clothes at home. Kate Bowman, who 
created the Dressing Up Box, took it to Venturer Camp 2010 and got a grant from the Huge 
Ideas Pot to buy a specific machine for the centre – an overlocker.  
 
Kate says: “It is apt in these 'make-do-and-mend' times that basic skills should be learnt and 
also that fun should be injected back into making and back into life.” 
 
Through introducing practical ways of how to live sustainably in a creative way, the project 
hopes to really have an impact on the 
lives of young people and how they view 
both clothing and costume. 
 
Who was involved? 
Kate co-ordinated the centre and had a 
few, very lovely and loyal volunteers. The 
centre was open to all and anyone of any 
age was very welcome (though it was 
mainly populated by Venturers). Everyone 
was welcome to use the machine 
(including fantastic TREE staff), but Kate 
kept an eye on those using it to make 
sure no fingers were lost and that it  
didn't come unthreaded. 
 
Did it have the impact you wanted 
to have? 
Kate says the machine HUGELY helped 
the centre have a very, very positive  
impact at the camp, especially as many 
people wanted to customise the DF t-shirts on sale. 
(TREE can confirm that the Dressing Up Box was one of the most popular centres at VCamp 
and many stunning costumes were created by Venturers for wearing during the evening 
entertainment!) 
 
What you would do differently next time? 
Kate says that volunteers are crucial in a project like this, specifically reliable, enthusiastic 
volunteers. A core group of people you can rely on means you can do SO MUCH. But yes, 
Co-camp and beyond! 
 
Any advice on how other people could be involved, or do a similar thing of 
their own? 
Kate is going to take the machine and the centre to Co-Camp and hopes to involve as many 
people as possible and would LOVE lots of volunteers. 
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